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Bless the Child owes its 
inception to my late Mother, 
Wai Te Atatu Kouka. She laid 
down a wero to me in regard 
to Māori, our tamariki, and 
where we are as a people in 
today’s society. The result is 
the production you are about 
to see. This korero is about 
prejudice, perception and 
aroha, although the word 
that comes to mind watching 
rehearsals is ‘kindness’. In 
this brutal world that we are 
part of, to be kind is often 
shunned and dismissed – in 
Bless the Child it is what 
ultimately saves them. It is 
about a world and people out 
of sync; it is an attempt to 
regain balance and harmony. 

My thanks goes to the New 
Zealand and Auckland Arts 
Festivals for their vision to 
programme this challenging 
work, the incredible Whānau 
of designers, cast and crew 
bringing my words to life 
and especially Director  
MĪria George who has 
brought a shining brilliance 
to the production. We all 
must tirelessly work to 
protect the child. 

Ngā mihi, 
Hone Kouka,  
February 2018
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Eight lives and three worlds collide in this 
urgent, thought-provoking play; a story 
of life and death and good vs. bad. After 
a child is found dead, a hotshot lawyer 
is dragged into the case to defend the 
demonised mother. As the whānau closes 
ranks, the question of who killed the baby 
– and whose prejudice is exposed – is 
brought provocatively to the surface.
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TAWATA PRODUCTIONS is a  
Māori and Cook Islands theatre 
company based in Wellington, 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Specialising in the rigorous 
development and presentation of 
new work, Tawata blurs the lines 
between text, movement and image, 
presenting a dynamic performance 
experience from Aotearoa to the 
world beyond.

The work of Tawata Productions 
includes the epic dance-party-
on-stage The Beautiful Ones, 
the indigenous satire The 
Vultures (coined the “Māori Royal 
Tenenbaums”), the multi-award 
winning solo show I, George Nepia, 
and the Cook Islands drama told on a 
suburban rooftop, Sunset Road.

Tawata presents an annual 
programme of theatre by Hone 
Kouka and MĪria George as well as 
Breaking Ground, an international 
indigenous playwrighting festival, 
plus Wellington’s Māori, Pasifika and 
international indigenous theatre and 
dance platform Kia Mau Festival. 
Tawata Productions has performed 
in national and international festivals 
throughout Aotearoa New Zealand, 
Australia, Canada, the United 
Kingdom, the South Pacific and the 
Hawaiian Islands.

HONE KOUKA 
Writer, producer

Ngāti Porou  
Ngāti Raukawa  
Ngāti Kahungunu

Hone is an acclaimed Māori 
writer, producer and director, 
the youngest winner of the Bruce 
Mason Playwrighting Award and a 
multi-award winner. His plays have 
been produced in South Africa, 
Britain, Hawai‘i, Canada, Australia, 
Japan and New Caledonia, as well 
as throughout New Zealand, with 
three plays translated into French, 
Japanese and Russian.

Together with MĪria George, Hone 
founded theatre and film production 
house Tawata Productions, which 
produces the works of Māori and 
Pacific artists. He became a member 
of the New Zealand Order of Merit for 
his services to contemporary Māori 
theatre in June 2009.

Hone had two films screen at the 
2016 Berlin Film Festival, Born to 
Dance (Screenwriter) and Mahana 
(Executive Producer). In 2017, he 
was awarded Wellingtonian of the 
Year in the Arts category.

In 2018, Bless the Child, Hone’s latest 
stage play, premiered at the New 
Zealand Festival followed by this 
season at the Auckland Arts Festival.

MĪRIA GEORGE 
Director

Te Arawa, Ngāti Awa 
Ngāti Rongo-ma-tane 
Ngāti Tinomana

MĪria is a poet and award-winning 
playwright, director and producer.

Her work has toured New Zealand, 
Australia, Hawai‘i, Canada and the 
United Kingdom.

Her first stage play, the award-
winning Oho Ake, premiered in 
Wellington in 2004, produced by 
Tawata Productions. In 2007, MĪria 
made her international debut as a 
playwright. Her work includes And 
What Remains, Urban Hymns, Sunset 
Road, The Vultures and The Night 
Mechanics.

MĪria holds a Masters in Creative 
Writing from the International 
Institute of Modern Letters at Victoria 
University of Wellington. Her debut 
poetry collection, The Wet Season, is 
published by Wai-te-ata Press. She 
also writes for radio and television. 
In 2017, MĪria was the Fulbright–
Creative New Zealand Pacific Writer 
in Residence at University of Hawai‘i, 
Mānoa, and won the Bruce Mason 
Playwrighting Award. MĪria is the co-
director of Tawata Productions and 
the international indigenous theatre 
and dance platform, Kia Mau. 
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Noma Sio-Faiumu 
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Auckland Arts Festival is a place for ambitious ideas by storytellers,  
provocateurs and creators. 

The Festival reflects our contemporary, cosmopolitan city with its many communities. 
It challenges artists and audiences to be bold and take a risk. Through the work of 
artists from Aotearoa and across the world, we aim to unify, uplift, enlighten and 
inspire the people of Tāmaki Makaurau and our many visitors. 

Taking place annually in March, 2018 marks the 10th Auckland Arts Festival. 
This year more than 200,000 people are expected to attend the Festival, which 
comprises more than 50 events taking place in all corners of the Auckland region 
and many of which are free. 
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FESTIVAL 
CLUB
All roads at the Auckland 
Arts Festival lead back to 
the iHeartRadio FESTIVAL 
CLUB at the Aotea Centre, 
a hangout space and music 
stage for audiences, artists 
and the creative community 
to meet, mix and celebrate.

In the centre of the 
Aotea Arts Precinct, this 
comfortable and upbeat 
pop-up club is your place 
to gather before and after 
a show, grab a delicious 
meal from a bespoke 
menu, enjoy live music 
from instrumentalists and 
DJs, or unwind over the 
long summer nights with a 
special Festival cocktail.

Aotea Centre

1–25 March 
DAILY UNTIL LATE
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curated by 
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FESTIVAL CLUB 
designed by 
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